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Hostesses for June 
 

Kristin Summerwill 

Linzee McCray 

 

Monthly Meetingï June 13 

Our guest speaker for the June meeting will be Darla Roe.  Darla is an employee at the 

Iowa Women's Reformatory in Mount Pleasant.  She will be speaking to us about a quilt-

ing and knitting program she is involved with at the reformatory.  Darla will tell us how 

the program is run, incentives for participation and show us samples of finished projects. 

  

The program is always looking for donations of fabric and yarn.  If you have some to 

give, bring it with you to the meeting. 

 

Tisha Sandberg, textile artist and pattern designer, 

with her ñfire crackerò quilt.  Tisha spoke at our 

May meeting and taught two workshops: Broken 

Paths, and Handmade Beads. 

Above are a few of the 130 baby and lap sized quilts that 

were made by members of OCQG and other volunteers.  All 

of the quilts have been  shipped to Japan and are providing 

comfort and warmth to survivors of the March 11 earthquake 

and tsunami. 



Page 2  June 2011 

 

PRESIDENTôS PATCH 
 
Dear Old Capitol Quilters Guild members, 
 
Thanks to everyone who has volunteered to serve on the OCQG board and committees for the next guild year.  The 

slate of volunteers is published in this issue, and we will confirm them at the June meeting.  There are many opportuni-

ties to help during the year, even if you donôt sign up for a year-long position.  In particular, we can look forward to our 

Quilt Show, in conjunction with the Iowa City Arts Festival the first weekend of June 2012.  Look for more information 

on this soon. 
 
As we move toward a close of this year, I reviewed some of the goals Iôd set for myself.  In September I published the 

goal to ñtry something new,ò and as I think about the last few months, there are a number of new things Iôve tried.  

Highlights include the guild retreat I attended with other members in February; using mitered corners on a quilt border; 

and using EQ7 to design quilts. 
 
In January my goals were more specific and included : 

At least once a month try a new technique in appliqué, embellishment, or fabric dying/painting/stamping; 

Make a quilt with someone else; 

Make a story quilt; 

Make an ñartò quilt; 

Stay open to revision, even when I have a quilt fully planned; 

Try things even when they are scary and even when they are not related to particular projects. 
 
Well, I have tried a couple of appliqu® techniques Iôd never used, but I havenôt done any embellishing or stamping, and 

certainly not one a month.  However, as a member of the Round Robin challenge group, I have been working on five 

projects with other people and have found the rewards well worth the challenge.  Integrating my vision into a whole 

work has pushed my creativity for color and fabric usage, as well as for techniques.  Iôm more intentional on just trying 

techniques, as well, and hope to continue moving in that direction.  I have an ñartò quilt started and will need to be open 

to revisions as it progresses, and I hope to attend a retreat in October with Mary Lou Weidman, famous for her story 

quilts and processes. 
 
How are you doing on your quilting goals for the year?  Are there ways the guild can help you achieve success in them?  

Feel free to contact me or any other board member with ideas you have.  We would love to help you reach your goals! 
 
Happy stitching, 

Melanie McNeil 

mjmcneil81@gmail.com 

 

Heritage Designs                                        
        

        2009 Top 10 Quilt shop  
 

   Quilting & Needlework Supplies  

Mon-Sat 9-5              614- 46th Ave. 
Sunday 11-4         Amana, IA  52203  
    

Tip of the Month:  

When paper piecing, use a short stitch length when sewing your fabric to the paper foundation, but use a regular stitch 

length when sewing blocks together. 
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June Service Block of the Month 
 
Choose bright summer colors for this block.  Use one large-scale print and one 
small-scale print. 
 
Use 100% cotton fabric and ıǌ seam allowances. 
 
Cut 4 squares of the large-scale print 2 İ ǌ by 2 İ ǌ. 
Cut 4 squares of the small-scale print 2 İ ǌ by 2 İ ǌ. 
 
Make two four-patches out of the eight squares, positioning the large-scale and 
small-scale prints on the diagonals, as shown.  When assembled, the blocks should 
measure 4 İ ǌ by 4 İ ǌ. 
 
The June and July Service Blocks of the Month will be combined into the Four Patches & Friends pattern by Debbie 
Caffrey in her book Open a Can of Worms, ©2000.  (Pattern used with permission.) 

Slate of Volunteers for Board and Committee 

Members for the Upcoming Year 
 
The following individuals have volunteered to serve on 

the Board and Committees of the Old Capitol Quilters 

Guild for the 2011-2012 year.  They will be confirmed at 

the June meeting.    
 
President          

 Karen Miller 

Treasurer         

 Linda Nudd 

Secretary         

 Linzee McCray 

Historian           

 Merilee Cain 

Newsletter        

 Jean Hospodarsky 

 Meredith Sewell  

 Pam Ehrhardt 

Library                

 Melanie McNeil 

 Beth Yeates 

 Kathy Oberley 

Program            

 Helen Dietrich 

 Karen Albertus 

 Jill Welter 

 Adele Monserud 

Service                         

 Nancy Granner 

 Ruth Langenhough 

 Kathy Lant 

 Teri Rice 

 Sue Moffitt 

 Vicky Porter 

Membership     

 Glenda Skallerud 

 Teresa Lane 

 Janann Schiele 

Web                  

 Miki Miller  

 Teresa Lane 

Quilt show       

 Nancy Johns     

 Janann Schiele 

Red Wall Gallery Exhibit  

The Cedar Rapids Public Library, Westdale Mall location, 

is currently running an exhibit titled ñHonoring our Moth-

ers and Grandmothers-Needlework from the Dresser 

Drawers of Daughters.ò   This is a unique display of heir-

loom crochet and tatted pieces.  The exhibit generates sto-

ries and memories long forgotten, but easily recalled when 

viewers see familiar pieces from the past.  The exhibit 

runs until June 30. 
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FINDERS / SEEKERS 
 
RECYCLING:  Could you use aluminum pie tins for 

pies or produce at the Farmerôs Market?  I have many to 

give away.  Call Flo at 319-338-2792. 

Twin Challenges for 2011ðJuly Meeting 
 The program committee offers an alternate challenge 

option to encourage everyone to make a challenge quilt 

this year.   

 The challenge project is an old feature of the OCQG.  

It provides a chance to try something new, something we 

would not ordinarily try.  It increases our skills as quilters 

and adds to our enjoyment of quilting.  Looking at otherôs 

solutions on challenge night in July is always eye-

opening.  Please try one or the other of these challenges. 

1. The round robin challenge. 

This group challenge project has already been de-

scribed for you. 
2. The two block challenge 

 This challenge consists of a quilt design using two 

different blocks in combination. It expands the design 

possibilities for a quilt.  There are examples of this 

design strategy below and in almost every quilt book 

and magazine.   

Rules:  No rules except that the quilts be completed. 

 
Redeem This Coupon for 

40% Off  
Any Regular Priced Notions Item! 

Ben Franklin Crafts   
Sycamore Mall           319 -337-6530 

Expires June 22, 2011 

Library News 

A book sale will be held at the June and July meetings.  

All books are marked between $2 and $5.  See lists of 

books in the April and May newsletters.  The library has 

two copies of Marinerôs Compass so the person who 

wanted to buy this book should speak to Kathy at the 

June sale.  

These five ladies are modeling their completed fabric 

bead bracelets made at  the workshop taught by Tisha 

Sandberg.    
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CAMP WANNAQUILT October 2011 ï REGISTRATION  

WHEN:  Friday, October 7, 2001, 8:30 a.m. through Sunday, October 9, 2011, at 2:00 p.m. 

WHERE:  Crooked Creek Christian Camp located 3 miles south of Washington, Iowa 

 http://www.crookedcreekcamp.org/ 

PRICE: Double rooms: $125/person.  Each room has 2 single beds and a set of bunkbeds.  Single room: $145.  Price 

includes two nights lodging and all meals from Friday lunch through Sunday brunch. 

REGISTRATION:   Starts at the June meeting.  Mail your completed registration form and check to Twila Meder, 10 

Zeller Ct., North Liberty, IA 52317 or bring to a guild meeting.  Please put ñRetreatò on the memo section of 

your check.  Registration will close after the September meeting or when 22 quilters have signed up, which-

ever comes first. 

QUESTIONS?: Helen Dietrich at hidietrich732@gmail.com, Peggy Nelson at peggynelson214@gmail.com or  

Twila Meder at twila.meder@gmail.com 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

CAMP WANNAQUILT  

October 7-9, 2011 

Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________   Email: _____________________________________ 

Full Address (zip, too!): __________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Single ____  Double ____  Roommate: ____________________________________ (we can assign one) 

Food Allergies: _________________________________________________________________ 

(We will make every effort to accommodate dietary needs; however, you may wish to contact them directly if 

you have specific requests.)  NOTE:  If you miss a meal, you are responsible for your own food ï like when you get 

caught up at a quilt shop and just canôt make it back in time for lunch! 

The time is yours to enjoy.  Aside from scheduled meal times, sew, talk, sew, snack, sew, take a nature walk, 

sew, sleep (optional), sew as much as you like. 

A Night with Jennifer Chiaverini:  A Benefit for Project Linus  

 On Friday, July 22, 6:30 p.m. at the Peoria Civic Center, Illinois, everyone is invited to A Night with Jennifer Chia-

verini:  A Benefit for Project Linus.  Ms. Chiaverini will be sharing excerpts from her soon to be released book, The 

Wedding Quilt.  Quilts made from the òvotesò will be on display, and she will announce the gender of Sarahôs twins!  

(To cast their ñvotes,ò readers and volunteers created quilt blocks from a provided pattern, using red fabrics if they 

wanted Sarah to have two girls, blue fabrics for two boys, and purple for a boy and a girl.)  This is a night for book lov-

ers, quilting enthusiasts and anyone that knows the power of a handmade blanket given to a child in need. 

 Purchase your tickets now by going to:  www.projectlinus.org/institutedinner.html.   Tickets are $50 per person. 

http://www.crookedcreekcamp.org/
mailto:wernerhelen@aol.com
mailto:peggynelson214@gmail.com
mailto:twila-meder@uiowa.edu
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QUILTS FOR JAPAN  

By Pam Ehrhardt 
 
The extraordinary generosity of quilters came through 

loud and clear for the "Quilts For Japan" project.  A week 

after the terrible earthquake and tsunami a call came out 

from Japan's major quilt magazine asking for lap sized 

quilts for the victims in shelters.  Quilters from around 

the world immediately responded.  Several collection 

sites in the US organized the logistics of getting the thou-

sands of quilts to those in need.  About this same time, I 

was talking to my Japanese friends and Japanese daugh-

ter-in-law asking what more can we do for them besides 

send money to the Red Cross.  The idea of making quilts 

for the survivors sprung forth. "I guess that is naturally 

what quilters think of."  For three days members of the 

Old Capitol Quilters and other local quilters met at Inspi-

rations Quilt Shop's upper room and were busy cutting, 

sewing and quilting.  All of the fabric was donated, in-

cluding the batting from Inspirations.  The service com-

mittee donated 20 quilts, several local teachers organized 

their students to make quilt blocks and a guild member 

quilted them.  Several long arm quilters offered to quilt 

many of the quilt tops.  So many people were involved in 

one way or another, it is hard to thank them all.  It was 

amazing the quality and variety of the quilts that came in.  

In all we sent 130 beautiful lap sized quilts to Japan. 

Each had a label sewn on them with message of caring in 

English and Japanese.  Hopefully they have found their 

way to those needing comfort in a stressful time and let 

the recipients know we in Iowa care about them. 

Volunteers gathered at Inspirations for three days in 

March to sew Quilts for Japan. 

 

Shields Sewing Center  
 

Authorized Brother Dealer  
 
 

Sycamore Mall, Iowa City  
 

319-358-0101 
 

www.shieldssewingcenter.com  

  

  

Advertising Rates: 
 Year One Issue 

Business Card $60 $12.50 

Quarter Page $120 $25.00 

New Member 

We welcome Pam Thodos who joined our Guild at the 

May meeting.  Welcome, Pam. 

Fons and Porter 

If you renew your Fons and Porter Love of Quilting 

magazine subscription through the Guild, $5 of the sub-

scription cost will go to the Guild.  Give your check 

(made out to OCQG) and your renewal form to the Li-

brary committee.  This is also available for new subscrib-

ers to the magazine.  Last year this easy fundraiser made 

over $300 for the Guild. 

Ricky Tims Seminar 

 If you are planning to attend the Ricky Tims on  July 

21-23 in Davenport, contact the East Iowa Heirloom 

Quilters.  They are purchasing discounted tickets at 

ñgroup pricing.ò   

OCQG Website 
http://www.oldcapitolquilters.org 

Password:  gohawks 

http://www.shieldssewingcenter.com

